Remifentanil and anaesthesia for carcinoid syndrome.
Carcinoid syndrome creates many challenges during anaesthesia, including hypertension, hypotension and bronchospasm. These challenges are less common and less severe after the routine use of octreotide. We describe the use of remifentanil as part of the anaesthetic management of a 67-yr-old man undergoing resection of a carcinoid tumour of the terminal ileum. The combination of perioperative octreotide administration, intraoperative remifentanil infusion and sevoflurane anaesthesia, with postoperative epidural analgesia proved satisfactory. We review the recent literature and suggest that remifentanil is a useful addition to the armamentarium of the anaesthetist in the management of a patient with carcinoid syndrome.